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LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS 

Statement by Minister for Local Government 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Minister for Local Government) [12.05 pm]: Last weekend, local 
government elections were held across the state. Local governments, of course, play an important role in the 
delivery of services and the creation of engaged and connected communities. I would like to acknowledge 
those longstanding mayors and shire presidents who retired at the election on the weekend, including  
Mayor Henry Zelones, Armadale; Councillor Victoria Brown, Esperance; Councillor Onida Truran, Yilgarn; 
Councillor Lyn Baker, Corrigin; Mayor Sue Doherty, South Perth; Mayor Trevor Vaughan, Victoria Park; 
Councillor Eileen O’Connell, Nungarin; Shire President Karl Brandenburg, Carnarvon; Councillor Peter Monagle, 
former president of Harvey shire and long-term elected member; Councillor Pam Townsend, Augusta–Margaret 
River; Councillor Sam Collard, Gingin; and Councillor Colin Egerton–Warburton, Cranbrook. I pay tribute 
also to the work of those elected members who were not returned last Saturday and congratulate the incoming 
newly elected members from across the state in their respective local governments. These newly elected 
councillors will be the first group to take part in universal training, a key part of the reforms passed by Parliament 
earlier this year. 

According to projected WA Electoral Commission figures, voter turnout was around 28.5 per cent—lower than in 
2017, but in line with the results for 2013 and 2015. This low rate of participation is very disappointing. There is 
work to be done to raise the profile of local government in the broader community. There are many good news 
stories in local government but not enough people know what is happening. For example, the Local Government 
Policy Awards for Children, Health and Environment highlight the outstanding work being done at the local 
government level to improve children’s health, a very, very important issue for local communities. I encourage 
local governments to get out there and tell their stories because it is only through fostering a relationship with the 
community that the community will realise the importance of what is being done and of local government in 
broader terms. 

Phase 2 of the local government reforms is underway, and it will address elections and look to implement ways to 
increase voter participation. The next phase of local government reforms will focus on connecting communities 
and building trust, and a simplified, streamlined approach for local government as well as shared prosperity and 
sustainable development. 
 


	LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS
	Statement by Minister for Local Government


